1871.

QUEENSLAND.

OVERLAND TELEGRAPH LINES IN QUEENSLAND
AND SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

(CORRESPONDENCE RELATING TO)

Presented to both Houses of Paclisment by Command.

Postmaster-General's Ofice,
Brishane, 28th June, 1871,
sm,
o the honor to forwrd herewith a communication addressed to mo by the Superintendent of
Bletre Tehgnp\n,Q ndund, with referenco to tho Topor of the Sapeintondent of Telgraphs, South
n, taking excey ade by M. Oracknel,in his Anatal Report for 1570, on tho
G bin constrcted from Adalaids to Port Darwine
o '0dds report has been sent to_the Governments of the nnYl:honng colonies, aceom-
punied by & Yot from tho Colowial Sasstary of South Austalia, in which i 8 such romurls
ssrion v been mado irungh the pros that tho ynhcy
i e g crabanida BB ook s
onferonc, of June, 1570, tho Govornment of Soath Australin * brought
4k matter frward, and wished the apoperation of tho othor colonie in carying out and mainiinin
the Conference being, that it was inespedient to consider the question at the present,
0 Quesnsand [rmp)»ﬂl camying ot th work!
b months betiro t, in 1870, the South Australian Govern-
e repres T Dt 5 wiabi, Gompony % Septh o g ahi ot
n to Queensland, which was to l\lpcmnnnd tho necessary works connected with o line to be made
S Shngoaege BB o ATl
‘Comimandér Noel 03 hom odled 4 dstatte on his 7y o Queendand otosibly for the purposo of
the construction of the T

their il thore it trangpred was ubuconslruuwd o Addw
o Port Daryin diret, b line was thon heard of for th frs e and M. Tod, i bis eportan tho
proposcd line, date 70, pointd out tha thi ine oul seeuro ho s o tho trafhe o Sou

il aod that ho oo Gy be pladge o torminata heir works &t Port Darvin.
. Tod0' st ropot g boon widlycirelated,and s tho Clonial Secrtary of South Australia
5 5k o rmpnudnn:c ith the neighboring cioniss, eridénily wi th thics, in conso-
R e Crackaell it appears expedient, 3. this
he procectings, the bistory of th lnes now eing onsiucted o Queens
1o 41 Sout Ausieat, i ol that o g5 of tho caso may bo brought. prominently forvard,
and that the entire (nnwﬂ.m\u in uul\n:utmn Ut iy o viowan s s o s (o
Tn doing 50, 1 feel compellod to thal a8y, T il b to the ightes revson for 1o ntertronce
an the part of e South Amm..n Government with the original schomo of the Tolegraph Constration and
Maintenance il L o nok sk M. Crackval s eaggoied th SiBenien v b
contended suatail liney, more partelarly . on sonut of similr il he
roposed. mmm.nmg a ,..\..,m..m i T "
and it was therefore cons 1o ma o 1and ino froes Barketown.oF .\nrumnwn
o ihe Hope, s cre ofsbout £50,000 tomough 100 e o sommitgy
w intenanco of which line would Gl on this oolony.  If ho Gid ot co it
e in Feommening o adot o lnor i i olony,on account of the
Bl b oo B St o point out the diffculties to be
S slincl ik o couates 50 ity Bab e faly
TmyT1a Gommentigon o Saueh- A sl T, b i o mabC e gridonly antipatgl by Sou
Australia that the Queensland Tine A ned 3 tho Ropor, b mads an S1AFRAIYS ot aud, therefoe,
Mr. Crucknel bas by o sens of duty, bobn constrained. to show, s for a5 posibl that ald
sch roumsanes the Queenland Jin0 ila b e otaotey e SR g o s
Potatad subly R, the Qucmmaot Yos weui iy be he Iy A e
M. CrackndIls letter speaks for ite
T will now, in s bri um.,.mm,mm give the history of both undertakings.
place in Melboueno early in 1567, tho question was mooted of tho
Iand S e Bl o nvpenunm, where it A dhat it showld
iitawih the SabmaEBUEAblY o o Angio SRl Juse an
mu reslutionsweropsl Ly tho Legiluive il 45T e 90 sty 1€ g
ah ad i agroshint Goted OULL OeloLeEIET0; ik
o wih Now Sout Wl u.ne WA T e D e
Jand line o Normanton. At thi time, tho lin from Port Dk lo Curdwel, beig par of the shemo,
 abaliton, sol 1 oauploia 3 Dicombes 15001 Oraratioe s bogon ot Ketruassy
T570, on'the xster sotion f tho Carpantaria cxtenson, commencing at Carde
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Meanshile,
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S e e ol e T
Sherard Osborn, the managor of the Telogragh Company, and tho Serstay of Staie fr tho Colanies,copies
o which were forwarded t Queonslnd, in which Ciptafn Osborn distneily stated (eide Toter, dated tho
26th Janary, 1570), i tho Telge aph Line Gonsrucion nd Mnntenanes Company hnd  ntore.ino &
« contract, and received the order, for of subm: lographa o cometing
« Singupors with tho adjacent cnlnmcx, o Gt o e Nt o et Beeundngneieo,

€ of the Queensland anluialInes whioh torminate at Barkstown, o tho Gulf of Carpentari,f Pors Darwiny
“ on the north-western extromo of tho torritory which is sid to bo pr Tadict
2ot thoSoutlh Ausialisn Government” aud Captin Osborn

o otnletsan  the steenfon G Al apairne. Lt
manager of the Company, o tho Goreraments of Quepnsland and. Soud
s songit for sorctonof holine alladod o, and it oomenar Nol Ostors s
‘company, who was to superintent out of the necesary
Ou this ewrespunﬂeuccchc Reaersioston ot hhﬂne i ) :m,si.m a report,
dated 10h May, 1870, in which ho_stated that tho I
i

the represnta

ntor usly pushed on, but
‘sating that Commander Nod! Osbora bod i i Aaolsto b sho Ape M mmmm the Govern-
ment of South Ausials,for pormision o aroo  Jand 1ne threngh theic ferrtory from Fort Darwin i oar

estorn boundary; and tat ho Sapesinieodent of Hlechio Tolagraphe, South Sl had. sne. xocom:
monded st thad colony should consirot a line of tlogrph from ort Auguta (v Adeade) to Port
recommendation was adopted ymbGn\'arnmcnl of Souh Kustlit, and the conpany com,
Cracknell, in remarking thereon, pointes

X

, that, in fact, it was impossible fo form a. reliable estimato, and
to Quoensland mm« e South Austalian o e

ds thi
s e e e ke et Tdh he B
Australian Telegraph Company {0 torminate their works at Port Darwin, and he commented. in stro
Sout o Government in the matier, i the fuce of the srsagements
o as furnished to M. Todd) South Australia was silet
, Barl (xnnvxllc mmm.ma ‘opies of acorres e
British xvaph Company and his department, in which permission s reques
o fom ot Do 0 Iaebetowis 30 s o cosmes ke Eompmay's cabl: wih' L felgrath
sysom of th athor Avstralian Colons. Tn s unnupnndm‘-n Lord onek ditinily staed that ¢ o the
oot whio s bren wndrtakon by thocompony,
 coutraot consluded with the Telegraph m fonand i e 0 ot
“Singagors and Jas, and Joa with Pt Nl nod o L o B
i wis rssvel from tho AgentGenersl forQueensand, dated the 14th Moy, 1870, a5
Britieh Australian Telegmph Company will Iny cable to Normanton, in Queensland, if Austrafian
il garuntes 5 por cont. on additonal eble, Company mush kiow by Ttk Auga, oervize
“ i lpmhnbly Rmp\: offer fmm Sl Ausrali” e Grackil| xopommended tht s Govermant should

il s

ST land accordingly guaranteed, subject to the approval of
o ont S S0 G o s By o U5 A Lr ik 1ok o TR0t
A chmmesi i) Ay ltter 2

This offer was refused by the British Australian Telegraph Company on 22nd July, and the Agent-
Gonersl oryarded copes of cabrpondeos by hich it s psinly s that e Telograph Compang bad
ecided on_entorin; agreement with South Australia for direct lines from Port Augasta to Port
Desin, il this Qorernmont s commi(od to e Notters 1o rom Bos Do ts Normapton, alirge
portion of which had been already constru
er date of 30h Septiuber, 1870, awle"mm s addressed by the O
the Colontl Seartary, Brs
Port Drwin, oo an e |

Secretary, Adelaide, to
Anstralion Teegraph Company conent (0 and ablo
h o e propared 0 gre ; ey ab o am o
B Ohiein o speite ta Squtbly
i T Ao e e Shcmion ot Hops sl lup A A o 2ot
e to Now Sonth Wales Go

4 wiieh s owing reply was sent on 7t
ibefore Oabinet. Pnding ommunieation rom South Walo, we decln any preséat
“ undorstand meaning of ¢ e Tiper? o Yo metn o Hows 4 ok f v, o s

 connt an Sivarts track

s tlogram, no roply whatera s e secived rom the South Auseation Govrment.
ing thus iy roviewad tho listry of th negoiations, ene
e compleon of the i t Burketovn to connect ith the Queenaland |
by tho South Australian t.mm.mm for the purpose of monopolising the communication, leaving to this
colony the posiia ernative ine, by a junction to the Roper, through 700 miles of
country, a gheat portion o whieh s unihabited, T wauld wish topont ot agan,that Commandor Nosl Osborn,
o rote 1o Queendlnd, calld at Souths & the apparent purpce of simply kg e contnt of
e Gomrmant st r permison o bring  in through thee Trsitory 2t Port Daryin, 1o con-
Gucomiagd Hha'a . Gt o Caspenara, HOCAINS e bk, b a8 THUARE toomis
ol negoitions, and o ondudcmwryﬂﬂ'mmugwemc ut with that colony from what ho
was originally” conmiss e i R e
Being,tht bis compuny iR U ared F i S o oh A st BB, o B
arwin to Burke Town.
“Thit thootion of South Australi s fairly open to comment fn his maiter T submit must bo spparent
o ovry one.

n bis reprt
he Superintondent of Telegraphe, Adeaide, have be
orsd

ek of tis Buperinteadentior Tlsgraghs which vero made with 10 mach for
e 1008 i, 1970, and paned uncontradioied by 4
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Jorsed in his late report in a spirit of criticism, which it will be scen is porfeotly just, and to which cvery

ot capasially ane hih & o0 mch ineretto th whlsof the Austslian Coonics,

mast bo iablo;”ani T xtnot e dha e romarks o onaded on an arroncou by 1 th Chie Scretary

o South: Austiaiy woald e t wih 4 ving clonies, to wndersand fn i sireular, wile it the
o time, ho informed them that the line from Port, Augusta was brought forward at the xmm\mﬂ

1k, comespondenes & would b s tat Queensland was pon

o tho ling t th Ropor, and that Gorgrnment lcine o ntertonths proposs, T il oy it

bk ettt telgran, daied Tt ctber, 1570, wiich s flly gven in i

st e e oy elined say presen i ponding

Soud, Welas cnd nsked o e g of s grepaset o S 6204 hich o reply wa

TE o oberee tha the st Taperidnd por 5 ot e 1s A o7 tho Chlt Scrairy of ot oot

lence,

with New

comiloration T have arivd a the conluon that i woud b unwise for this

el aintin a orgor oxen of Ling than that vo in 1867, and 1 fully agreo

ith . Gracknel that  cabl from Normantan to e and, nckx Dort. Darein, or, sl bettrs 1o

ak it o1 Ao gronda alane that it

s nsidred espelint o have a subiiriio cablofrom Meleile Tan i

rantes was given in the telegram, dated 11th June, which was delined by the British-Australian
Dlegragh Company.

i conclusion, o quote the following argumonts which were used by Mr. Todd in his
gt g 198 mn ma M g o Mepton of s Tin fron Port Augnsta to
Port Darwia, viz. i ine would secure the sehle of the trafic to Sputh Australia,”

oo iy s Qumalan ot 8 s Ropes s NIl iy wou e 1 e ecipts Sl
Vit Quoentland; and that if they faled to accopt the terms now submitid, they mut o proared olvv fo
ucensland th or of having, through her own unaided entes gy, afordod
Australian Colonies the immense advantages of telographic communi s Ve,
at their geographical position and inteligenea like probibited this.  Comment on his s unnecessary.
ave, &o.,
THOS. L. MURRAY, FRIOR,
ostmaster. General.

The Honorablo the Colonial Secrctary, Trisbane.
[eory]
Kl Teugraph Deprimenty
perintendents Office,
Bristane, 15th June, 1871
s,
o the honor, by direction, (o repor, on  ltier receivod from the Chief Secretary of South
Australia, undnnng copy of letter addressed to the Gosernments of Victoria and New South Wales, and a
report :,, o Supriiandantof elgraphe, South Australi, tking exeption o ho lloving parizap
inmy last annual repo
o oxorand v from, Port kugast will follow Stuare tack t tho Roer, thonce by 1 direet
“cmﬂm a5 possible to Port Darwin. — Tho country this Jino will traverse between Lake Torrens and Noweastle
“ Water, extending over fourteen degrecs of Jatitude, is deccribed asscarcely beticr than a desert, where little
i1 no tmber ean bobiainad fo oveipueton purpscs, nd doring dry satons i, fo th most part devoidaf
permnenturfce e, ad Tl o ctlocamor b obuined, Tn et sesbond many oaliis o thoron
“are evidently subjected. o Iy ey bnconiderd il fortraupor of
aanerial and stors req b oher bnd, he Quesnsand
lins trwverso. settled comney thrnghont; they ave beensevorly lesed dn nl| ceasons, and prove
oth

@ hy tho Gosernment of Soth el m.a gl lable o interraption. Although the mort
“stremous offrts aro apparently being mal 0 open up communication with Port Darwin by the cad
ioftho curont yur, ot prsat ‘oo sams m he e popact of tha‘wark ez Fchits s
“afiar tho expiration of that peri Tops o workin v, o i deerigion with oyt

“ mgu!nm.y e o sy oA i i o o et e ey

ol that tho inlrets of tho Austslian olnists

Unier thss ieumtanees il rudly b pors
“and their correspondants_throughout tho warld, will bo some time to come by exiending the
bl o tho teminusaf U Quandand syt . Carpentarin—therehy e e

i oS rarere soiad onoiry trpugtos and ars At wl e

e ey much
ken so positively aud disparagingly of works carried on in
L roaaadtothe natara of the o el
ent, 1 have read very carefally the urt,
g, and Mol o i ccn»ersalmns e
Sl e 1 e true that Sturt states,
S e SR B excup on ot e e
o was nop - Ahouk  suBcint wemply o€ i hibwheogin tie jourte al, 1 dewribes bisreurn, wo ind
e R that he and members of his party wera camped
many ightsdurng th journey withen, mater, n unorousosasons Ve 1 di ino tho tandy beds of witer
course and, i much Jbo, obianed barly sl for b paty alhongh well segained with tho
grator portin of the’
e oe J.1 T Wools ER.G.S., i his wark on tho Hisory of tho Dicovery nd Exploraton of
Australs, when speaking of Staact, says:— He lef the setll disticts in January, 18 o carly part
““of his journey was much delayed for want.of water, o soverl. coasionty sy
o bomade™ The same wrter sy, when sprking of Stsar's hving rosed 0
e vagh v s 1 e s Al e et st B |ang
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‘yaad o persoeringly Lo b i, Tt may bo dobtad, indod, whether throta s opsnd wil b alvayn

ipeetiable, excep ol poctors poct aleed e may st th conny etwent Lk Torsen sl

«Rioveatl Waio I ol ome e opored o s G v spcmLm% s

TR return Joutoey s marked trovghont by a great ity O water. . Mt of the boles whmh the
one oceasion, the horsea b

i i ing water.” In another place, smm was
“censonnore by arg tructs of sinfex gruss nd saiely gum e, apparntly bl o sedsons ode”
Again, i spesking of the centre of tho Conti “« Apart from th arid natare of the climate, the sol is,
i plgas il btfr than a moro it f redmad
. posibl, o doeument of thsnabure o anor (lly i tho st but ol nformation ca
eobiained P e explorers’journals. Tt is @ theory advanced by many, and it is by no means improbable,
that the desert iuterior is a (i . inuadations, there being no apparent outlet for the heary tropical
ains whioh mat ll in somo s,
She South Austalian Regiter of 100h March st somo extructsfrom pivtelotar wor publshed,
Seri o e by one o
Macdonnell Ranges—the great. scarcity of wai
countey, and. the pearity o Himber, Tades u, & v st ol

o
confmciors e asked fo. tender fr Hhe apnsiruoion Of tho rauscontineaal (iogranty s 0 somo
et S e of oprtions desded upo to carrying on s great wdertaing, - Th wrk b o et
“six soctions, he bel
ification for the Jine now in course of conséruction, and et
Qardwell and th mouth o the Norman Risor—and, inded, tho samo deseipton vould apy to tho Quecas
Jand lines generally—3s shewn, as under, with that of South Australi, viz.
QuerNsraND. Sour Avstrana.
Claring-— A1l tinlr s clearel h of Olearing—Tho dlearing is sated as fifteen (15),
lghty (B0 Tt oy b bnyond A dsanss s o i
likly o endanger tho ine is removed
Posts which aro of the best description of ¢ Pules —Poles might be cither approved saplings,
)mr.l\wmd ronbark and blosdwoot being ssod et ety (20) fot I enEth o suam Pl o word

excustel), ot lossthan v (5) inoles n diametor 1o o, same lngll That hero timber might bo
t tho top asduot e tan ine (O “scarca it was pormitted to searf tyo picces together,
e e ol heingaf exia soutnes i agh o tha

1 Lt 4o top i ety hopi g et iforten (14 et long. Permionis givn stead
. harred aud tared, and plaed fvo () feot %0t portion &0 use  length of strong gas
e - tedat - Nunber of pol ite—Twenty (20) poe
i of pols g mile—Thcso o ore es per. mile—Twenty (20) poles
ol st vty Gy ,m e r,.dm..i‘y ‘idvines for tho milks bt whers
e e o foowiog moblontans g material can e ehisind sixeen (16) will be
in tho oaity of the Norman, wheresuilble e 3 B st T (houstod o lon
a0t availabl, an T e R e R
patent. galvasised wronght roh pols o ben pro- % (38) L. cnch were (36 Sapped . Sisteonof dhe
‘ured :—fftcen (15) poles to the mile, to carry one * are required (o tho mile,
wire, and thirty (30) (o the mile, to carry two or
They weigh 106 Ibs. cach, and are 24

~Tho fuslatory ol vl Len
the wire is the best doscription
SO
« Four station buillings wers o bo ercoted,”
18t pintions are comparel, e et s e
o S Ausslin Supe i i reprt dal wm 181, 1870, estimates the distance
S ai i outado, 1,600 wiles threeor Do staions bing doemed

neces 438 £I20000. o bis m‘mnof \su. Moy las, the ditanes o :mwd
1,801 an, intended o place stations ovc 180 mile, notting id
i el L e

he it
should be borne i i s hroughon i cony he disace e sl excead sisty miles,
e cold e moro sl fftcted | A gy the iaement tay woro 1 nconary
! rtor by ofuring i el 0 tho Taoghiand fateraption ocmsiod by ool o Ui
ol o tho o prosose e i he el and Normnien mum‘x
ly in Jast tho.cresing st o Burlokin Rirer as completad. (owin {0 supply of ssiable
el e spaneing (5 ivs ot bl izl it i) we wore st o ool hepiens
yhich il avaythe tmpuar i bt in that (i, h prmsentin b o e, ud an
i 5 been tronched aoross the bed of that river, to be made
hrator, 2o Teans to: far - sl nterrapion e mla have been
elfeted much carlie, it 0 wes ot thought sy o e n a line cars mount,
o the o prgras o the Galfsstion, comuniaton could nve bacn ssablihod soms
o sino, s  boom nescsary to o8, Thero is o grest reason wh the work should b harrid
th presen o havo ot arunged itk anyote begond th atlony o Lolupl\mv el rithin ot tiney
a e work, line and stations, is being properly and sabstania out; had the work been
‘ould have cost & much Jarger s, snd b not havo besn s well perorsicd

Under
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Undor, fivorale ciroumstanes it may bo posible for smh Austalia to shtch o temporary

s tho continnt by th end of thoaurrnt rmsnent Tio i  diftront maier, and
i is il prospot o the work bsing mm)l\cu:d e nnny  mondhe aio the expiation of that priod

1ot my intention to.dis the work now being carried out by the South Australian
dApnmnem., wiich 2l must adinit shews energy. aad antargrise:-my. only e st
that, having tho best of materials at our hand,—as with the txccpwm of the distance near the
il bl e thonghont s oxedlent snd, puein
hrongl asitable and witle counry, tho transit of matrial and tores lwln& Toalrly provided for,an
the stations placed. at short distances—we had constructed a Jino of better material a tai
i oy thaa o be prstioabl on o e suh 25 Stasets Raok.. Tho Sapsria-
Department states o greater part of tho Quocnsland ot
siterablo distano o of Cznlwn“ oo wocey jed couats cy; it i almost unnocessary for mo to inform
i L o Quoondand fnes il counry thronghot, s sl st
Toub thei dioct i il o wmked i e Tt e k) s o
o havoneve exporiencd any difficalty in working oue lnes, and for telgraphic prposs,  climate conld
0t be more favorable than that of Queensland.

Tho aston taken by the South ; et Sremrbhel miom
telsgragis commuaiation yith Tdia aad Baropo. o b opond up, i the Easiers, ies
by She prosnt dato; and T hink that no time should b3 \.m o ing
Soath Wales, Vmwna, and Tusmanin, s toth adesbiliy of l’lkmﬂstepawsec\\u, withoot. delay, comm:

‘sable batween the Nor: o0 tho cloncs generaly would
ok sl Taumvensons Tt QPG OF 9WoE i o At O o T

1 have, &,
® W, J. CRACKNELT,

‘Superintondent of Elcotric Telegraphs.
Tho Honorable the Postmaster-General.

i 2]

By Authortty: TAxes O. B, Gorermment Priter, Wil s, Biiens.
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